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"Jesus is Here - Come and See!" 
John 1:43-51 

January 15, 2006 -- Epiphany 2 B 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Boise, Idaho  

Pastor Tim Pauls 

I. Jesus with Nathanael 

 

Jesus found Philip and spoke His Word: “Follow Me.” With the command came the power to do so, 

and thus Philip was made a disciple. What do people do with good news? They tell other people. 

Philip found Nathanael and said, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the 

prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” At last, the long-awaited Savior had arrived.  

 

Nathanael weighed the words and asked the question: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

There are, after all, good places to be and places to be from, and Nazareth fit into the second 

category—a strange place for the Messiah to grow up. Now, what was Philip to do? Argue the merits 

of Nazareth versus Bethsaida? That couldn’t give Nathanael any faith. But Jesus could, so it made 

sense to bring Nathanael to where Jesus was. “Come and see,” said Philip. 

 

Jesus greeted Nathanael as if they were already familiar: “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 

deceit!” “How do You know me?” asked Nathanael, and Jesus showed a bit of His omniscience: 

“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Good enough for 

Nathanael, guile-free Israelite, who said: “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!” 

 

But oddly enough, not good enough for Jesus. There were all sorts of magicians and “psychics” 

floating around who could claim to see you under a fig tree: that didn’t make Jesus the Savior. This 

did: Jesus said to Nathanael, “You will see greater things than these. …Most assuredly, I say to you, 

hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 

of Man.” 

 

Now what, pray tell, did that mean for this Israelite named Nathanael? 

 

The original man named Israel was first named Jacob. Back in Genesis 28, on the run from his 

brother Esau, Jacob grew weary and laid down for the night. He dreamed; and what did he see? “A 

ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were 

ascending and descending on it” (Gen. 28:12). Heaven and earth were connected by a ladder, and it 

was there that the Lord spoke to Jacob. And what did Jacob conclude about the spot when he awoke? 

He said, “Surely the LORD is in this place!” (Gen. 28:16). That’s why heaven and earth came 

together there—because the Lord of heaven was present there on earth. 

 

So what did Jesus mean when He told Nathanael that he would see the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man? It wasn’t that Nathanael would see a ladder; rather, he’d see Jesus. 

Jesus was the connection between heaven and earth because He was the almighty Lord of heaven on 
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the earth. The Savior didn’t want Nathanael trusting only in things like Him seeing people under fig 

trees. The big point was that surely God was in that place. He was speaking to him to give him faith 

and life. What an epiphany for Nathanael. 

 

II. Jesus with You 

 

Now, this text is often most emphasized for Jesus’ calling of His first disciples. But I urge you not to 

miss that this reading teaches us simply what evangelism is: it is bringing people to Jesus. That’s 

what Philip did. That’s what the Church is to do today. And believe it or not, you Lutherans here at 

Good Shepherd are extraordinarily well-equipped for evangelism. Why? Because you know where 

Jesus is. You know that He is present at the font, joining you to His death and resurrection (Ro. 6). If 

He wasn’t there, He couldn’t be doing that. You know that Jesus, the Word made flesh, is present in 

His Word, forgiving your sins and strengthening your faith. You know He is in His Supper, giving 

you His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  

 

Therefore, because Jesus is present here, you get your sins forgiven here. Because Jesus is present 

here, your faith is strengthened via these means of grace. Because Jesus is here, you come here to 

hear His promises of healing and mercy. Because Jesus is present here, you come into the presence 

of the One who will raise you from the dead…and who gives life to those loved ones who have died 

in the faith before you. 

 

It’s an astonishing miracle that so many Christian churches ignore or even deny: here, by Word and 

Sacrament, the Lord Jesus Christ is just as really present with you as He was with Philip and 

Nathanael in the text. This corner is not just where Orchard and Cassia meet; but here, in this place, 

heaven and earth come together—because Jesus Christ, the Lord of heaven and earth, is here. This 

has a profound effect upon you, and me, and us. 

 

For instance, to invite someone to church at Good Shepherd is to say with Philip, “Come and see 

Jesus.” Really! He promises to be found nowhere else than in His Word and Sacraments. As long as, 

God willing, His Word is preached and His Sacraments are administered according to His Word 

here, then Jesus is here to forgive, strengthen faith, heal, give life. 

 

Now, many will look at the church on the corner of Orchard and Cassia and echo Nathanael: “Can 

anything good come out of Good Shepherd? Why would anything special be happening there?” And, 

in fact, you and I will be assaulted by foes within and without to the point where we might wonder 

the same thing. When budgets are tight and the boiler is acting up, we tend to dwell on these far 

more than the truth that the Son of God is present here with forgiveness, life and salvation. At such 

times, we must repent of our distractedness and return to the marvelous truth: Christ is here to 

forgive us all our sins. (Of course, we must pay attention to the boiler; but may it not overshadow the 

Lord!) When people are offended by what we teach and practice here according to God’s Word, 

we’ll be tempted even to apologize, out of a desire that people feel welcome. At such times, we must 

repent, for then we would be apologizing for the Lord’s presence and truth. We want to welcome 

people, and will place no barriers that Jesus doesn’t command, but neither will we compromise His 

Word. Jesus is here—here to save. Let us not obscure that message. Not everyone stayed with the 

Lord when He stood in the flesh; but those who did were forgiven for all of their sins. It will be so 

here, because Jesus is here. 

 

Another thought that comes to mind is this: as the Lord truly is present here, it would make sense 
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that we would desire to support this place with offerings of time and talent and treasure. What does it 

say of you or me if we claim Jesus is our greatest treasure, yet fail to support where He is present to 

save? His work here gives us pause to examine ourselves: do our actions and contributions confess 

that He first loves us—and loves us here? That is the key to joyful stewardship: Christ is here to 

save. We love and serve because He first loves and serves us. 

 

Here is one more thing to ponder. If Jesus truly is here, then it is He who gathers us here. This means 

that those around you are not fellow spectators who happen to have an interest in the same things 

you do. They are not random customers who happen to frequent the same store. They are your 

brothers and sisters in Christ, because Christ Himself has called and gathered them and you, 

together, to this place. It’s an astonishing truth to ponder, and perhaps an unsettling one, but here 

goes: while we often greatly value our relatives by blood, such relationships only last a lifetime in 

this world. But the family of God remains together for eternity. 

 

I bring this up because I sense that a fair number of people may feel disconnected from others here. 

Congregations change over time as people come and go, and this can lead to a sense of distance 

among members. It’s easy to greet those you know and not greet those you don’t.  

 

Do you know the people who sit next to you in the pew? In front of you? Behind you? You may or 

may not. If you do not, I’d encourage you to introduce yourself while waiting to be ushered out 

today. If people don’t know each other, then everyone feels like an outsider. If we don’t know one 

another, we’re less likely to want to help each other and labor with one another—and the mission of 

the church and school here suffer for it. It’s a little thing, perhaps; but please make it a point to meet 

one another, to greet one another by name. If you forget a name, don’t be embarrassed to ask it 

again. I certainly appreciate all of the hospitality that members of all ages have shown to me and my 

family in our years here; and I encourage you to continue that with others. You may not have a 

whole lot in common with them, but you share this with them for eternity: you are the people of God 

in this place. It is given to you to greet one another, encourage one another, pray for one another, and 

bear one another’s burdens. You are brothers and sisters in Christ. You are children of God for 

whom Christ died.  

 

And do not forget: Christ has not only died for you, but He is risen for you, too. He has called you to 

be His beloved children, forgiving your sins and giving you eternal life. That is why you come and 

see Him here. Or, perhaps better, that is why you come and hear Him here. For this is His Word to 

all of His children, and this is His Word to you: you are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


